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Welcome, Marion Middle School students! We believe Marion Middle School will be a good place for you
to learn as you are entering your exciting teen years. As the most important part of our program, classes
and activities have been planned with you and your interests in mind.

All of our staff wishes you success in the years you spend at Marion Middle School. They are dedicated to
working with you as you grow physically, mentally, and emotionally. Each staff member will welcome your
questions and will seek ways to help you.

Marion Middle School has been very successful over the years in the attainment of academic benchmarks
and it is our expectation that we will continue this tradition. We will continue to utilize our School
Improvement Plan to attain accreditation through the Virginia Department of Education and to meet
federal adequate yearly progress benchmarks.
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school year should be another cornerstone in your emotional, physical, and mental development. We are
very excited to have you as a student at Marion Middle School and are looking forward to having an
excellent school year!

Please do your best every day and welcome to the best middle school in the state of Virginial

Respectfully yours,

Brandon Ratliff

Principal
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RULES AND REGULAN3O

As a middle school student, you already have a good deal of self-discipline, and you are familiar with acceptable
behavior. We expect you to be cooperative, respectful, and well behaved. This will create an environment for
learning and will help everyone have a better relationship.

Your teachers are here to guide your learning and to advise you in your conduct. They have the authority to take
disciplinary action to correct your behavior, if necessary.

The following regulations may help you understand the operation of our school. These regulations are needed to
make the operation of our school run smoothly and to make your years here enjoyable, productive, and safe. The
rules of Marion Middle School are based on the Smyth County School Board policies, and the rules and regulations of
the State Board of Education.

1. Every student has been given a copy of the Student Code of Conduct book for Smyth County Schools. The
Acknowledgment of Receipt page of this booklet is to be completed at home and brought back to school. All students
are expected to follow the guidelines in this booklet.

2. Each student is expected to behave in a manner which will reflect positively on himself, his parents/guardians, and
his school.

3. No student will take any action which endangers another person or which disrupts or disturbs a school activity or
class. A student involved in any such action will be removed from the situation until some workable understanding is
reached.

4. Every student is subject to the discipline of any teacher or supervising adult in the school system during their
school day, during travel to and from school, and at school activities. This regulation applies even in the case where
the student and teacher are not in the same school.

5. Student conduct that discredits this school and its students and is displayed at any school-related activity, whether

at this school or another, will be subject to disciplinary action.
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school-related activities. Failure to do so may result in the loss of participant and/or spectator privileges.

7. Students are reminded that suitable dress is required by the regulations of the Smyth County School Board.
Clothing that is offensive, suggestive, vulgar, or distracting will not be permitted. Students wearing clothing with
slogans should be especially mindful of selecting only slogans that are in good taste. Mid-sections of all students are
to be covered. Clothing should be worn properly, with no undergarment showing or exposed at anytime.

8. Students are not permitted to wear hats in the building.

9. Students should label their articles of clothing, shoes, notebooks, and other valuables so when items are lost the
owners can be identified.

10. Teachers are not responsible for supplying books, pencils, paper, etc., for students. Students, themselves, are
responsible for their own materials and are expected to exercise this responsibility. It is a poor practice to loan your
educational materials.

11. In the interest of good taste and good judgment, public display of affection will not be permitted at school, on
school buses, or at any school-related activity. The Smyth County School Board has adopted an extensive policy to
deal with cases of sexual harassment in line with their regulations outlined in The Code of Student Conduct Booklet.

12. Bringing expensive articles or large sums of money to school is a mistake. Remember to keep track of your

valuables, including textbooks. Do not leave them in a classroom or in any unattended area. If you lose something,
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found using this tactic.



13. Students are assigned lockers with combinations for their own use. Students are not permitted to occupy a
locker other than the one assigned to them. If there is a problem with your locker, inform a teacher or a member of
the administration so that a repair or other accommodations can be made. Telling others the combination to your
locker should not be done.

Please note that students are responsible for providing reasonable care of their locker. This includes maintaining a
neat and orderly locker so that all components work properly. Please be advised that students will be charged for any
repair due to misuse. Lockers may be decorated on the inside only, stickers are not allowed.

14. Students may go to their lockers at certain free times, which will be determined by your team of teachers.

Lockers assigned to students remain the property of, and are under the control of Marion Middle School. Students
have a reasonable expectation of privacy; however, lockers can and will be searched if there is reasonable suspicion.

15. In the interest of safety and orderly conduct, there will be no running in the building or on school sidewalks.
DO NOT run in the halls or on the steps. Some of our steps are granite fieldstone and are extremely slick.
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care for school buses, school buildings, grounds, material, and equipment. Virginia law provides stiff penalties for

persons who damage school property. The school will treat any person that willfully destroys school property as a

vandal.

17. It should be noted that the school board, upon recommendation of the principal, may require a parent or
guardian to furnish their younga S N a  { NJf theFduigyskeliid-guilty & sérious and/or continuous violation
of the regulations pertaining to school bus conduct.

18. Telephones are available for student use in the main office by permission only. Any student wishing to use the
phone must have written permission from the teacher they are assigned at that particular time of day.

19. Leaving the school grounds without permission will result in disciplinary action. When students change their

regularly scheduled routine of getting to and from school, they must have parental and school permission. Notes are

required from parents whose children will walk home from school. Students that go home with another student must
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20. Cursing will not be tolerated. It indicates a lack of self-control and a lack of sensitivity to the feelings of others.
Students using abusive language will be asked to have their parents accompany them back to school for a conference
with the administration.

21. Threatening bodily harm and/or fighting will not be permitted. Students who either threaten another or are
involved in pushing, shoving, or striking another person will be disciplined. School board policies require
administrators to take specific actions in light of threats made by students which will include police involvement.
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with their teachers about the makeup schedule. This should be done as soon as possible.
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integrity.

24. Gambling of any kind is prohibited on school property and on school buses.
25. Aerosol sprays of any kind are not to be brought to school.

26. Electronic devices are not permitted at school. It is requested that sports equipment from home not be brought
to school.

27. Virginia school law forbids the possession, use, or sale of alcohol or any other drug on school property. Students
using, or found to be in possession of any drug will have their parents contacted and will be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.



28. The use or possession of tobacco products is prohibited on school grounds, on buses, and at the bus stop.
Students who are found to be in violation of this policy will be charged in accordance with Virginia law.

ATTENDANCE

Regular school attendance is extremely important for all students. Being absent causes students to miss something
valuable in each class. Also, a good attendance record is one of the first qualities an employer looks for in considering
someone for a job, because that record predicts whether he can depend on the prospective employee to be at work
each day. Students are preparing themselves for being dependable by establishing good habits during their school
years.

Excessive absences and tardiness will trigger intervention by school officials as outlined in the Code of Student
Conduct and Attendance booklet.

When it is necessary for a student to be absent from school or when a student is tardy to school, the student should
present a written excuse to the teacher taking excuses in the mornings or in the office.

A member of the school administration, or designee, will issue an Admit Slip to the student at this time. The absence
or tardy will be excused or unexcused based on these criteria:

1.) Personal illness; and/or

2.) Severe iliness or a death in the family; and/or

3.) Request by a parent or guardian to have the student out of school for
a legitimate reason.

Parents or guardians are requested to call the school at 783-4466 by 8:30 A.M. if your child is going to be absent. The
administration will attempt to contact those from whom we have not heard concerning absences.

Parents should review the Code of Student Conduct and Attendance booklet. This publication addresses the
guidelines for excused and unexcused absences and tardies.

CHECK OUT PROCEDURES

Any time a student checks out of school, parents or guardians or their designee will be requested to come into the
office to personally sign out the student.

Any student who needs to check out of school during the day for a scheduled appointment must bring a note to the
office in the morning. A list of early dismissals will be compiled for the Daily Attendance Sheet based on the notes
received.

If a student becomes ill during the school day, the student should request permission to come to the office from their
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Any student, who leaves the school grounds without permission, or under false pretenses, will be disciplined
immediately.
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policy dealing with the rights of noncustodial parents. They will go to extra lengths to insure that students are not

improperly checked out of school. Parents are required to list all individuals, including themselves, on the early

dismissal log card, check out log card, and student data form established for their child at the beginning of the school

year. Court ordered restrictions/sanctions must be authenticated by a copy of the court order filed in the students

cumulative record annually. We can only follow court orders to restrict parental access to students. If documents

from the court exist pertaining to parental access of students, a copy of that document is to be provided to the

school.



SCHOOL HOURS

The administration of Marion Middle School will be present from approximately 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM each school day.

For security reasons the doors will remain locked and will not be opened until 7:30 AM. Parents are advised not to
dropoffstdzZRSy Gia o0ST2NB G(GKA&a GAYSO {GdzRSy (& 6K2 NBYFAYy |G &ac
supervision and the staff will not be responsible for them. Exceptions to this policy exist for those remaining for

extracurricular activities or for extra help from teachers.

MORNING PROCEDURES

Students are assigned designated areas to wait until they are dismissed to their 1st period class. Sixth grade and
seventh grade students should report to the gymnasium while eighth grade students should report to the cafeteria as
they arrive prior to 8:15 AM.

AFTERNOON PROCEDURES

At 3:15, the 1% load of buses, parent pick up, and walkers will be called. All of these students will come directly
outside. At 3:18, the 2" load of buses and all remaining students will be called. The 3:18 dismissal for bus riders will
line up in the 1* floor hallway with their bus number sign and the remaining students will dismiss to the cafeteria. As
the 3:18 buses arrive, bus numbers will be radioed in and buses will be sent out individually. Students are expected
to go straight to the cafeteria or to the first floor. No students should be roaming the halls and all teachers are
expected to get children to the cafeteria if they are seen in the hall. Students will sit by bus numbers in the cafeteria.
As the remaining buses arrive, which will be all buses after the 3:18 call, the bus numbers will be radioed in to the
cafeteria. After 3:18, there will be no more announcements over the intercom for buses. The only way that students
will hear their bus called will be to be in the cafeteria when the teacher announces the bus numbers, by bus row. All
students are expected to sit while in the cafeteria and use their inside voices and manners. At 3:45 ¢ no earlier than
this ¢ all of the remaining students in the cafeteria may be sent outside.

CAFETERIA PROCEDURES

Operation of the school cafeteria allows Marion Middle School to offer balanced, enjoyable meals. Menus are
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The cafeteria is inspected regularly, and has received good ratings consistently for cleanliness and sanitation.

Students are requested to accept their responsibility in helping the school maintain that rating by keeping the

cafeteria clean and by depositing trash in the proper containers.
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c2YLRySyia 27T alGaidydElmayichibase to receive servings of all the items being offered.

The full price cost of breakfast is $.75, while the reduced cost is $.30. The full price cost of lunch is $1.75, while the
reduced cost is $.40. An extra entrée is $1.00 and all other extra items are .50.

Our school utilizes an automated computer system at the point of service. Student purchases are maintained within
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on the use of this system at the start of school.

It is the policy of the Smyth County School Board that students will not be allowed to charge more than $5.00 for
meals and are excluded from extracurricular activities until the debt is paid.

Please help continue our tradition of excellent food service by following these guidelines:
1.) Follow through the line without cutting or advancing unfairly.
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2.) Choose only those foods you wish to eat.

3.) Dispose of waste products, trays, and utensils properly.

4.) Help keep the tables neat by cleaning up after yourself.

5.) Remember breakfast is served from 7:45 A.M. till 8:15 A.M. Students are expected to remain in the
cafeteria until the bell rings and then should proceed to 1% period without delay.

MINUTE OF SILENCE
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School will follow the Pledge of Allegiance each day with a minute of silence. The time will be observed as an
opportunity for a moment of silent reflection.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

A student who becomesiill or injured at school, or who is involved in an accident should notify a teacher immediately.

The administration will make every effort to contact a parent or guardian to follow their wishes as to whether or not

to take the student to a physician. In the event a parent or guardian cannot be contacted, the student will be taken

to the family physician or the hospital at the administrall 2 NQ& RA&AONBGA2y X dzaAy 3 2dzNJ 6Sai
the student.

FIRE ALARMS AND FIBELLS

There are fire alarms on each floor and in all major areas of the building. State regulations require that we conduct
fire drills during each week of the first month of school and once each month thereafter. Teachers will inform
students how to leave their area of the school building. Students who are in restrooms or other areas away from
their regular classrooms when the fire alarm sounds are to go to the nearest exit, leaving the building, and find their
class. All students are expected to respond to a fire drill by leaving the building quickly and quietly, but orderly.

DRUG POLICY
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are requested to write out specific directions for dosage and not rely on the prescription bottle instructions as they
do not tell the exact time at which the student should be given the medication.
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through the administration if a special need for medication arises. These medicines will also be left in the main office,

with a note from the parent or guardian, and will be logged in on the medicine records maintained in the main office.

Except when specified, drugsinastudey (i Qa LJ2aaSaairzy gAff 0SS O2y&aARSNBR 02y
legal authorities. Prosecution may result if the authorities determine that the law has been violated.

LIBRARY HOURS

The library opens at 8:15 A.M. and closes at 3:45 P.M. daily. Students are encouraged to use the resources of the
library at every opportunity.

Books may be checked out during hours of operation. Only two books can be checked out at one time. The books
may be kept for two weeks. A fine of five cents per day will be charged for overdue books. Any student having
overdue books will not be allowed to check out additional books until the book has been returned, and the fine paid.

No food or drinks are allowed in the library. Students are asked to maintain an atmosphere of quiet scholarship while
using the library.



HALL PASSES

Each teacher has a hall pass. Students given permission to leave their team area during a class period must have a
hall pass. Students in the hallways without this pass will be sent to the administration to discuss their absence from
the classroom.

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

The Guidance Department is located on the first floor. Guidance counselors give assistance to the students and
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primary goal is to help each student attain the most from school life during three years spent at Marion Middle

School.

Students are welcome in the guidance office at any time. However, itisy SOSa al NB G2 3ISiG GKS Of I a:
permission before coming to the guidance office. This will avoid possible conflict since it is necessary for the
classroom teacher to know where their assigned students are at all times.

Students who move to another school during the school year should talk with the counselors prior to moving. There
are certain forms which must be completed to insure the proper transfer of your school records.

GRADING SYSTEM

The following grading scale is used by Marion Middle School:

Grade Range
A 93-100
B 85-92
C 77-84
D 70-76
F Below 70

HONOR ROLLS

Marion Middle School recognizes superior scholarship by announcing two honor rolls each grading period. The First
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students who maintain a 90 average and who score at or above the eighty-fifth percentile on the Standardized
Achievement Tests.



PROMOTION/RETENTION POLICY

Promotion from one grade to the next will be based on mastery of skills and content from the particular grade level.
These decisions will be based on the following considerations in determining whether a student should be promoted
or retained:

1. Classroom Achievement

2. Results from the Standards of Learning (SOL) Tests
3. Previous retentions

4. Attendance

5. Current IEP or 504 Plan

In order for a middle school student to be promoted, the student must pass the equivalent of four full year courses,
three of which must be in the academic core subjects. The subject areas include the following:

A. Academic Core Subject
1. Language Arts
2. Mathematics
3. Science
4. Social Studies

B. Exploratory
C. Electives
D. Physical Education

If a student fails Language Arts or Mathematics, it is recommended that the student be scheduled in an English or
Math intervention program as specified by the principal.

The final decision as to whether a student is promoted or retained will rest with the principal with input from
teachers and other stakeholders.

Course Offerings
20092010

6" Grade

Language Arts (Includes Reading, Grammar and Spelling)

Math 6

Science 6

Social Studies

Physical Education

Health and Family Life Education

Band (for those enrolled in the program)

Exploratory: (Students will rotate through the following: Art, Music, Computers, Family and Consumer Science,
Agriculture, and Library)

7" Grade

Language Arts (Includes Reading, Grammar and Spelling)

Math 7

Science 7 (Life Science)

Social Studies (Civics)

Physical Education

Health and Family Life Education

Band (for those enrolled in the program)

Exploratory: (Students will rotate through the following: Art, Music, Technology, Family and Consumer Science,
Spanish, and Library)



8" Grade

Language Arts (Includes Grammar and Literature)

Math 8

Algebra | (for those enrolled in the program)

Science 8 (Physical Science)

Social Studies (World Geography)

Physical Education

Health and Family Life Education

Electives: (Agriculture, Art, Band, Chorus, Family and Consumer Science, Latin I, Spanish I, Technology,
Computers, and General Music)

Sex Offender and Crimes Against Minors Registry

Important Notice: All Smyth County Schools are registered to receive electronic notification of individuals that reside
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http://sex-offender.VSP.virginia.gov



http://sex-offender.vsp.virginia.gov/

Marion Middle School
20102011 Time Schedule

Period Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
1 8:25AM - 9:32 AM 8:25AM - 9:32 AM 8:25AM - 9:12 AM
2 9:35AM - 10:42 AM 9:35AM - 10:10AM 9:14AM - 10:12 AM
R | 3 10:45AM - 11:52 AM 10:13AM - 10:48 AM 10:14AM - 11:11 AM
Sci%‘jjjlre 4 11'55AM - 12:48PM 1051AM - 1144 AM 11:13AM - 12:00PM
5 12.51PM - 1:26 PM 11:47 AM - 12:54 PM 12:.02PM - 12:59PM
6 1:29PM - 2:.04PM 12.57PM - 2:.04PM 1:28PM - 2:26 PM
7 2:07PM - 3:15PM 2:.07PM - 3:15PM 2:28PM - 3:15PM
Lunch 11:55AM - 12:48PM 1051 AM - 11:44 AM 1:.01PM - 1:26 PM
Period Grade 6 Grade7 Grade 8
1 9:25AM - 10:20 AM 9:25AM - 10:20 AM 9:25AM - 10:03AM
2 10:23AM - 11:17 AM 10:23AM - 10:53 AM 10:05AM - 10:54 AM
1 Hour 3 11:20AM - 12:15PM 1056 AM - 11:26 AM 11:23AM - 12:12PM
Delay 4 12:47PM - 1:.12PM 11.57AM - 12:22PM 12:14PM - 12:52 PM
Schedule 5 1:15PM - 1:45PM 12:25PM - 1:19PM 12:54PM - 1:43PM
6 1:.48PM - 2:18PM 1:22PM - 2:17PM 1:45PM - 2:35PM
7 2:21PM - 3:15PM 2:20PM - 3:15PM 2:37PM - 3:15PM
Lunch 12:18PM - 12:43PM 11:29AM - 11:.54 AM 10:56 AM - 11:21 AM
Period Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
1 10:25AM - 11:.05AM 10:25AM - 11:.05AM 10:25AM - 10:55 AM
2 11:08 AM - 11:48 AM 11:36 AM - 12:06 PM 10:57AM - 11:37 AM
2 Hour 3 12:19PM - 12:59PM 12:09PM - 12:39PM 11:39AM - 12:19PM
Delay 4 1.02PM - 1:27PM 12:42PM - 1.07PM 12:48PM - 1:18PM
Schedule 5 1:30PM - 2:00PM 1:10PM - 1:.50PM 1:20PM - 2:00PM
6 2:.03PM - 2:33PM 1:53PM - 2:33PM 2:02PM - 2:43PM
7 2:36 PM - 3:15PM 2:36 PM - 3:15PM 2:45PM - 3:15PM
Lunch 11:51AM - 12:16 PM 11:.08 AM - 11:33AM 12:21PM - 12:46 PM
Period Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
1 8:25AM - 9:20 AM 8:25AM - 9:20 AM 8:25AM - 9:03AM
Planned 2 9:23AM - 10:17 AM 9:23AM - 9:53AM 9:05AM - 9:54 AM
1 Hour 3 10:20AM - 11:15AM 9:56 AM - 10:26 AM 9:56 AM - 10:45AM
Early 4 11:18 AM - 11:43 AM 10:29 AM - 10:54 AM 10:47 AM - 11:25 AM
Dismissal 5 12:14PM - 12:44PM 11:25AM - 12:19PM 11:27AM - 12:16 PM
Schedule 6 12:47PM - 1:17PM 12:22PM - 1:17PM 12:45PM - 1:35PM
7 1:20PM - 2:15PM 1:20PM - 2:15PM 1:37PM - 2:15PM
Lunch 11:46 AM - 12:11PM 10:57AM - 11:22 AM 12:18 PM - 12:43PM
Period Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
1 8:25AM - 9:.05AM 8:25AM - 9:05AM 8:25AM - 8:55AM
Planned 2 9:08AM - 9:48 AM 9:08AM - 9:38 AM 8:57AM - 9:37 AM
2 Hour 3 9:51AM - 10:31AM 9:41AM - 10:11 AM 9:39AM - 10:19AM
Early 4 10:34 AM - 10:59 AM 10:14 AM - 10:39 AM 10:21AM - 10:51 AM
Dismissal 5 11:02AM - 11:32 AM 11:10AM - 11:50 AM 10:53AM - 11:33AM
Schedule 6 11:35AM - 12:05PM 11:53AM - 12:23PM 12:02PM - 12:43PM
7 12:36 PM - 1:15PM 12:36 PM - 1:15PM 12:45PM - 1:15PM
Lunch 12:.08 PM - 12:33PM 10:42AM - 11:.07 AM 11:35AM - 12:00PM

Unplanned 1 Hour
Early Dismissal Schedulg

6" period will end at 1:55 PM, at which time students will report to 7" period for a 2:15 PM
dismissal.

Unplanned 2 Hour
Early Dismissal Schedulg

Grade 6: Students will report to 7™ period after 4™ period concludes, for a 1:15 PM dismissal. 5"
and 6™ period classes will not meet.

Grade 7:Students will report to 7" period after 5" period concludes, for a 1:15 PM dismissal. 6"
period classes will not meet.

Grade 8:Students will report to lunch at 12:25 PM and will report to 7 period at 12:50 PM, for a
1:15 PM dismissal. 6" period classes will not meet.
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Effective Schoelvide Discipline (ESD)

MMS EXPECTATIONS

Listen and respond to teacher direction

R espect Moo appropriate table manners

Clean up after yourself
Put trays and silverware away neatly

O wnership

C haracter [@include others at your table

CAFETERIA

Expectations

K nowledgefliMake healthy choices

Wait your turn in line
Maintain low volume
Enter and exit cafeteria quietly and orderly

wSaLISOol SOSNER2YySQa
Walk on the right side of the hallway and
stairs

Be aware of people moving around you

O wnership [lGather all needed materials

Clean up after yourself

C haracter Use appropriate language

Expectations

K nowledge [llKnow your route and destination

Be on time
Maintain low volume

R espect Listen and respond to adult direction
O wnership [MBe responsible for your own belongings

C haracter Treat others politely

Walk directly to and remain in your assigned
area

Enter an exit through the correct loading
area

K nowledge

%)
c
el
=
©
o
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Follow safety guidelines
Be alert and ready to board your bus
Maintain low volume
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Listen and respond appropriately to
presenter, performer, or school staff
Sit appropriately in seats

Keep your area free from trash, gum, and
clutter

Use appropriate actions and language
Show a positive attitude toward
presenter

auditorium
Expectations

Sit in your assigned area

Enter and exit in an orderly and quiet
fashion
Maintain low volume

R espect Keep the area clean

O wnership [@Put your trash in the trash can

Keep the bathroom free from graffiti

C haracter Be polite to peers

Wash hands
Know and follow appropriate schedule

restroom
Expectations

K nowledge

Enter and exit quickly and quietly

S uccess Flush

wSaLISOod SkOK 20K
R espect Listen and respond appropriately to
0SS OKSNDRa RANBOUGA

Bring all necessary materials

O wnership @5 responsible for your own belongings

Clean up after yourself

C haracter Mg ourteous and kind to all

=
8
% 8
0 O
g8
o><
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Engage yourself and participate in class
K nowledgefactivities

Complete all assignments with care

S uccess  Wenier and exit orderly and quietly
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mms rocks
tokens

Marion Middle School has developed an exciting new program called *"MMS ROCKS" to help promote respect, appropriate behavior,
positive attitudes, and academic success within our school. The faculty and staff will teach and model the appropriate ways to show
Respect, Ownership, Character, Knowledge, and Success in different situations at Marion Middle School.

Teachers and staff may reward students demonstrating positive behaviors by stamping a token on this and the following pages of the
student planner. Students should carry the planner with them throughout the day so that they may receive the stamps when they
earn them! Students may save their tokens to trade for extra fun activities and privileges during the school year. Remember, MMS
ROCKS!
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT

We have received, reviewed, and understand this Parent / Student Handbook for Marion Middle School.
Student signatures are required and parents are encouraged to review the document with students and
sign also.
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